
R22 PHASEOUT INFORMATION

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WILL THERE BE A SHORTAGE OF R-22?
The “Allocation Rule” is designed to maintain 12,500 MT (27.5 million pounds) shortfall between the supply (production and importation) 
of virgin R-22 and the estimated servicing demand each year of the control period, 2010-2014. This is intended to preserve and grow the 
value of reclaimed refrigerant that will be necessary to meet estimated servicing demand.

IS THERE A LIMIT TO THE NUMBER OF COMPONENTS A CONTRACTOR CAN REPLACE WHILE SERVICING AN EXISTING R-22 AIR 
CONDITIONING OR REFRIGERATION SYSTEM?
The EPA clearly defines “servicing” to include component replacements such as condensing units, compressors, line sets and coils, and sets 
no specific limit as to how many components can be replaced during “servicing” throughout a system’s lifetime, as long as any pre-charged 
components were manufactured prior to January 1, 2010.

CAN NEW COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION CONDENSING UNITS, USUALLY SOLD WITHOUT A PRE-CHARGE OF R-22, MANUFACTURED 
BEFORE OR AFTER JANUARY 1, 2010 BE CHARGED ON-SITE WITH VIRGIN R-22?
The date of manufacture is a non-factor for non pre-charged components such as these. Components that are not pre-charged with R-22 
(i.e., carrying only a holding charge of an inert substance like nitrogen) and used for servicing an existing system can be charged on-site 
with virgin R-22, but not if being used for a new installation, or expansions of an existing system.

HOW WILL THESE REGULATIONS BE ENFORCED?
The EPA has a separate enforcement division that responds to complaints and takes enforcement actions. Civil penalties such as fines 
up to $37,500 per offense, and criminal penalties such as imprisonment can be levied by the EPA for illegal venting, illegal production or 
importation of HCFC substances, and violations of the new ban on the sale or distribution of pre-charged appliances.

DOES THE LIMITED 2 YEAR EXEMPTION FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS APPLY TO QUOTED ITEMS?
No.  This limited exemption applies only to new construction or expansion projects requiring the installation of a new air conditioning 
or refrigeration system that was permitted and procured prior to January 1, 2010 and completed on or before December 31, 2011. For 
example, a new residential development is permitted in 2009 with R-22 air conditioning equipment specified and indoor equipment is installed, 
but the outdoor units remain in inventory until the home sells. As long as the home sells (i.e. project is completed) prior to December 31, 2011, the 
R-22 system’s installation can be completed after January 1, 2010 using virgin R-22.

HOW DO PTACs (PACKAGED UNITS) FACTOR INTO THESE REGULATIONS?
PTACs which are pre-charged and completed by the OEM, are considered appliances meaning they have completed refrigerant circuits 
and are ready for their intended use. On or after January 1, 2010, these kinds of appliances can no longer be manufactured with virgin or 
reclaimed R-22, R-142b, or any blend thereof. PTACs manufactured before that date can continue to be sold and installed until inventories 
are exhausted.

WILL I NEED TO SEGMENT MY INVENTORIES OF VIRGIN AND RECLAIMED R-22?
Possibly. It will be prohibited to pre-charge appliances or components with virgin or reclaimed refrigerant on or after January 1, 2010 
(which includes field-assembled systems), but new installations (complete appliances where one did not previously exist) can only be 
initially charged with reclaimed refrigerant on or after January 1, 2010.

IS THERE A CHANCE HFC REFRIGERANTS SUCH AS R-410A WILL BE PHASED OUT TOO?
There is a chance. The U.S. Congress and the international community are considering several proposals to phase down (not phase-out) 
HFC substances such as refrigerants due to their high global warming potential, with the earliest proposed starting date of 2012 and 
gradual reductions through 2040, but nothing is certain at this time.
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